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Equipment Program

Clinical Considerations for Prescribers
Bath Aids (including; Bath Benches, Bath Boards, Children’s Bath Aids, Swivel Bath Seat)
February  2013
Clinical Assessment 

· Does the client have sufficient sitting balance to use prescribed aid?

· Is there sufficient flat bath surface to position most of the bench over the bath or bath aid flat on the bottom of the bath.

· Will there be enough space in front of item to provide room for client to lift legs into bath?

· Which side does the rail need to be to facilitate transfers – rail needs to be positioned nearest the wall.

· Check client weight

· Can the client transfer safely into the seat from outside the bath?

· Is the client or carer able to use all features of the aid appropriately?

· Bath boards need to have a minimum 20mm overlap with both edges of the bath – therefore are the flat edges of the bath wide enough?

· Does the client have the cognitive capacity to remember how to transfer on/ off safely?

Installation Considerations

· Must be installed by trained staff.

· Adjust legs of aid to make seat level.

· Check that once adjusted appropriately, the height is appropriate for safe transfers for the client.

· Do not leave out of position unless competent carer can demonstrate correct repositioning.

Client / Carer Instructions

· Demonstrate correct method of transfers 

· Observe transfers with client on and off the item.

· Check item before each use to ensure that it is securely attached to bath and in appropriate location for facilitate safe transfers 

· Explain that regular wiping of the item, particularly underneath will prolong it’s life.

· Ensure swivel action of swivel chair is explained to client, in particular the locking lever.

· Inform client / carer to check monthly for rust at rivets and welds and for general deterioration.

· Inform the client / carer that if any bath aid is removed from the bath, it needs to be securely repositioned again before use.

· Ensure parental/carer supervision at all times when children’s bath aid in use.

Safety and Review  considerations
Review – 12 monthly, as standard.  Review more frequently if client is heavy or transfers awkwardly.
Checklist

· That bath bench is still in use and appropriate for the client’s needs.

· Check transfers in and out of the bath

· Check client’s weight and whether equipment item is still appropriate

· Check height adjustments are working and that pins fully protrude through holes

· Check rivets and other joins for rust and stability

· Check for any surface deterioration to the seating
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