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Clinical Assessment 

· How will the commode be positioned?

· Is a side transfer indicated?  Commode with drop down or swing away armrests could be indicated.  Is there room for armrests to swing away? 

· How will the bowl be emptied, consider size / capacity of bowl

· Is the client / carer prepared to have a commode in the bedroom, is this the only need?  A mobile shower / commode chair might be appropriate

· Check client weight, does client need an extra wide or a Bariatric chair? (check weight tolerances). 

· Will the client fit between the armrests of standard commode?

· If bariatric chair required state height required as chair is non adjustable. Check that there is enough space in the room for a bariatric chair.

Installation Considerations

· Adjust height of chair so that client’s feet are flat on the floor when seated, but client’s hips are level with or slightly higher than their knees.

· Check correct bowl is supplied

· Check that there is room for required function, swing out bowl or swing up arms etc.

Client / Carer instructions

· Demonstrate and observe transfers with client on and off the chair

· Cleaning – wipe over frame and upholstery with a damp cloth and wipe dry.  Clean around area holding the bowl.  Cleaning bowl – soak in warm water, clean and rinse with warm water and disinfectant.

· Inform client / carer to check monthly for rust at welds and screw holes

Installation Safety and Review considerations.

Review – 12 monthly, as standard.  More frequently if client is heavy or transfers awkwardly.

Checklist

· Equipment is still in use and still suitable for the functional needs of the client

· Client can still transfer safely in and out

· Welds and screws for rust and deterioration, especially around bowl area

· Toilet seat is still securely attached to the frame

· Bowl and toilet seat unscratched and free of sharp edges

· Any adjustments such as swing away arms are still functional

· Solid seat stays up when client is using commode.  

· Upholstery on seat is in tact.

· Height adjustments are still working and safe

· Some commodes may have ferrules check that the drainage holes are not worn through
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