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Specific Eligiblity Criteria: Powered Wheelchairs
	Assessor / Prescriber
	Prescriber Level
	Delegate approval required

	Occupational Therapist

Physiotherapist
	Item specific approved prescriber status
	Yes


	Definition Powered Wheelchair (PWC): A four or six wheeled device, driven by electric motor powered by rechargeable battery. Usually operated using joystick controls that may be modified or replaced by alternative PWC movement controls. A variety of seating options and accessories may be provided. Designed for mobility rather than long distance transport (return journeys should total no more than 8 km). 
Definition Attendant Control: Where the primary controller of the chair is mounted at the rear of the chair and its intended use is for a carer to operate the driving and powered features of the chair.


	Standard features provided as clinically required:

· PWC  weighs under 110kg, and travels at absolute maximum of 10km/hr, to enable legal driving in public places (footpaths, shops, workplaces) and use on public transport with disability access (buses, trains, access taxis)

	· Seating as clinically indicated
	· Bag hooks – one set

	· Oxygen bottle carrier
	· Tray and other accessories as clinically indicated

	· Joystick controller
	· Manual recline function

	Additional features with specific clinical reasoning:

	· Customised controller options e.g. sip and puff, head arrays, switch/es

	· High torque motors with a greater than normal torque/ power used to assist with heavy loads or hilly terrain (note the maximum speed remains approximately the same)

	· Lights if the person frequently drives at night

	· Attendant controller- where eligibility criteria met as outlined in relevant section below

	· Power tilt-in-space

· Power leg elevation
	· Power recline

· Chair raise and lower function


	Features not provided
	

	•
Upholstery fabric that is an additional cost if for aesthetic reasons

•
Additional baskets and carry bags

•
Paintwork that is an additional cost

•
Canopies

•
More than one powered wheelchair

•
Wheelchair occupant restraint system for vehicles

•
Ramps for loading powered wheelchair into vehicle


Clinical indicators for provision of a Powered Wheelchair:
Powered wheelchairs will be provided in the following circumstances with authorisation from the specified delegate and when it can be demonstrated that one or more of the following tasks impact on any of the Key Approval Criteria for Equipment:
· Indoor mobility
· Outdoor mobility 

· Tasks of daily living 

· Community access 

AND when all of the following criteria within the relevant section below are met:

For mobility within the home environment when:

· Client requires a powered wheelchair as their primary means of mobility within their home environment and outdoors AND
· Client is unable to functionally propel a manual wheelchair around their home environment throughout their daily routine.
· Client has passed the required powered wheelchair driving assessment.

Or for mobility outside the home environment when:

· Client meets all “Specific eligibility criteria Powered mobility aids for outdoor use”. 
· Client requires a powered wheelchair as their primary means of mobility outside of their home environment and is unable to manage a scooter.
· Client is unable to mobilise or functionally propel a manual wheelchair sufficient distance outside their home environment to meet their tasks of daily living.
· Powered wheelchair is necessary for completion of tasks of daily living and is not solely for recreation /  social purposes or work/ education purposes.
· Powered wheelchair will be required at least 3-4 times/ week.
· Appropriate storage and recharging facilities are available.
Or for mobility outside the home environment when (cont’d):

· Client does not have any physical, medical, visual, cognitive or behavioural issues affecting their ability to drive a powered wheelchair safely with minimal risk of injury to themselves or others (restricted / conditional / supervised driving agreements may be developed, if appropriate).
· Client can drive independently with an age appropriate level of supervision.

· Client has passed the required powered wheelchair driving assessment.

· Client does not have a DHS-owned scooter

· Client does not have a manual wheelchair, except when clinically indicated and approved by a specified delegate. Refer to: “Specific eligiblity criteria Provision of a Powered Mobility Aid and a Manual Wheelchair or non-standard Stroller”
 

An attendant control may be provided in addition to a primary client control if:

· Client meets all criteria for the provision of a powered wheelchair within the relevant sections above:

· “For mobility within the home environment when:” AND/OR 

· “Or for mobility outside the home environment when:”

· Client has passed the required powered wheelchair driving assessment 
· Attendant control is clinically indicated due to one or more of the following:

· The client has a medical condition that causes temporary inability to independently drive the chair (e.g. Seizures)

· The client has a diagnosis which is degenerative and the prognosis includes future inability to drive the chair independently.
An attendant control may be provided without a primary client control if:

· Client meets all criteria for the provision of a powered wheelchair within the relevant sections above:

· “For mobility within the home environment when:” AND/OR 

· “Or for mobility outside the home environment when:”

· Client is unable to safely operate a controller

· Manual transit wheelchair has been considered and trialled and is unable to be safely used due to significant manual handling issues e.g. client is over 100 kg and needs to be pushed by the carer over long distances or on steep inclines. 
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