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NB: Complete eligibility screen before proceeding with prescription of a Scooter
· A scooter must weigh less than 110kg and travel at a maximum speed 10 kilometres per hour to be legally used in public places. It is illegal for the scooter to be re-programmed to a higher speed. The rider is considered a pedestrian and must abide by pedestrian road rules.

· The client’s diagnosis will determine whether or not they have the potential to use a scooter. Generally scooters are used independently in the community and Medical Clearance from the client’s GP or specialist is required prior to assessing for a scooter.

· You need to determine whether or not a three or four wheel scooter is required. A three wheel scooter has greater manoeuvrability and generally has a smaller wheel base but may be less stable than a four wheeled scooter. There is the possibility that either scooter can tip if used on uneven ground and clients should always be assessed and trained in using the scooter in all areas of intended use.

· Clarify exactly where the scooter will be used and how far the client intends to travel. The scooter is an aid designed for outdoor mobility but should not be used as a means of transport over long distances.

· Bariatric clients or those living in hilly terrain may require a high torque motor which has greater than normal power and/or high powered batteries for efficient scooter use.

· Determine the client’s level of mobility and if aids are required. The scooter will need to be fitted with a holder if the client requires a walking aid. If the client requires oxygen when using the scooter, an oxygen cylinder carrier will need to be fitted.

· The scooter needs to have enough leg room to allow for the client to use the swivel seat. The client needs to be able to operate the swivel seat lever comfortably and it may be necessary to modify the lever control to make it easier for clients with poor hand function.

· The client needs to be able to reach, adjust and operate the tiller comfortably and be able to operate the controls safely.

· In exceptional circumstances, suspension may be required if the client has back, shoulder and/or hip pain. Providing a lumbar supports may be sufficient. If a client requires more support than this, then the prescribing clinician should consider an electric wheelchair. 

· Determine whether or not the client will be using the scooter at night and if so whether lights are provided as a feature. If not and the client intends to add lights for night use, these need to be powered by a different battery source. NB: lights on scooters are not to vehicle standards and are only for user visibility.

· Consider whether the client wears a hearing aid and is it working sufficiently that they are aware of oncoming traffic when using the scooter.

· Check that the scooter dimensions are within the space provided on public transport for carrying powered mobility devices (800mm x 1300mm). 

· It is not recommended that a scooter be transported in a motor vehicle. If in exceptional circumstances where an access cab or public transport is not an option, the ability to disassemble and load the scooter into a car may need to be considered.

· The client needs to have a safe and weatherproof area for the scooter to be stored and charged.

· Manoeuvrability and home access will need to be considered if indoor use or storage is intended. A powered wheelchair is more suitable for frequent indoor use.

· If the client has a deteriorating condition and is likely to require a powered wheelchair in the future, this should be considered instead of a scooter. Powered wheelchairs have equivalent speed and range. 
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