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Specific Eligibility Criteria:Technology (Environmental Control Systems)

	Assessor / Prescriber
	Prescriber Level
	Delegate approval required

	OT

*PT involvement for Type 4 ECS User Control devices

*SP involvement when associated with Speech Generating Devices
	Item specific approved prescriber status for all Types
	ECS User Control Devices, Type 1                          No
ECS User Control Devices Types 2 – 4                  Yes

ECS Home Infrastructure Hardware Types 1 – 3    Yes                                           


	Definitions: 
Environmental Control Systems (ECS) are devices, hardware and or software associated infrastructure required in the home which give users remote control of electrical appliances in their environment (e.g. lights, fan, air conditioning, TV/DVD, door). 
They may be activated via a range of access methods including directly, or indirectly via switch/es, voice, sip and puff, integrated wheelchair control, or communication devices.
They may operate by sending signals via infra-red, blue tooth, wi fi or radio signals. The signal may be sent directly to a receiver attached to the appliance, a PowerPoint or via mains carrier (hardwired) installation system. Hard wired systems require electrician installation.
ECS User Control Devices: 
Stand-alone ECS devices including appliances which allow for basic on/off control of single or multiple electrical appliances, static display direct access devices such as big button remotes, static display devices with a range of access options with single or multiple levels allowing for control of multiple appliances, dynamic display devices with a range of access options and voice controlled systems.  
ECS control via eye gaze hardware and ECS control via powered wheelchair integrated control systems.  ECS control via speech generating devices for users eligible for communication devices are an alternative.
Associated Home Infrastructure Hardware:

Control module hardware required to interface the ECS user control device with the home electrical circuitry.  Single plug in modules e.g. (lamp module) which allow for control of a single appliance and Light socket modules for hardwired lighting.

Control modules which may be connected to a power point or may interface with the system wirelessly and allow for multiple appliances in multiple rooms to interface with the ECS user’s device.  

Any programming units required for training/set up of control modules.
ECS Software:

Software packages designed to enable users to control ECS via a computer based system.

Access Hardware: see in Specific eligibility criteria Technology (Computer access)
Alternative keyboards, alternative mouse options, keyguards, switches and associated interfaces which a user may need to access an ECS User Control Device

Mounting:

Any custom or commercial mounting systems used to position environmental control system device and or access hardware on wheelchairs, in bed. 


              Environmental control system user control devices  (what is provided)
Type 1 – Basic User Control Devices
Power Interruption - basic on off control of electrical appliances (e.g. lamps, radio), multiple switch control of multiple appliances - 1 per function

Static display devices - direct access 

Large button remotes (non- learning) 

Static display devices - switch control
Type  2 – Static Display Alternative Access Devices
Static display devices - switch scanning access, trainable
Static display device - multiple access alternatives (direct/switch/alternative mouse), multi-level, trainable
Type 3 – Complex User Control Devices
Dynamic display devices, multiple access alternatives (direct/switch/alternative mouse), 
iOs device /Android based ECS solutions and associated control modules and home infrastructure hardware
ECS via Speech Generating Device software and associated interfaces
Computer based ECS software and associated control modules and home infrastructure hardware
Voice controlled ECS and associated control modules and home infrastructure hardware
Type 4 – Eye Gaze and Integrated Control Systems (additional criteria apply, see Specific eligibility criteria Eye Gaze Technology)
ECS via Eye Gaze hardware and associated interfaces, control modules and home infrastructure hardware
ECS via Powered Wheelchair Integrated Control systems 
                                            ECS HOME INFRASTRUCTURE HARDWARE

Type 1 – Plug-in Applicance Modules
Plug in appliance modules (for power points for on/off control of lamps, fans, radios) and associated infrastructure hardware and programming units
Type 2 – Light-Socket Modules
Light socket modules for hardwired lighting and associated infrastructure hardware and programming units
Type 3 – Complex Control Module Hardware
Control module hardware - enabling interfacing with multiple home appliances in multiple rooms and associated infrastructure hardware and programming units
	Features provided (with appropriate clinical justification)
Access to 1 light in essential living areas – living room, bathroom, bedroom, kitchen (additional lighting considered if living alone in evenings)

Access to one swing door

Access to air-conditioner (if compatible with available ECS technology)

Access to bed controls
Access to non-hard wired fan

Access to TV/DVD if living alone or alone for significant portions of day (> 3 hours)
Access to basic switch accessible phone (for single number calls)
Features not provided:
Mainstream computer hardware – desktops or laptops, telecommunication enabled devices, tablets (unless clinically justified that tablet is required in addition to primary computer  due to need for mounting onto PWC or used in bed for sole ECS use)
Mainstream software applications – e.g. Microsoft Office

Hardwired associated house infrastructure requiring electrician installation

Software used solely for education purposes           
Installation expenses
Phone access account
Internet access account
Access to more than one swing door

Access to sliding doors 

Access to hardwired fans

Access to Emergency call systems

Remote survelliance systems


Criteria for approval of DHS provision: 
Environmental Control Systems and Associated Mountings will be provided in the following circumstances with authorisation from the specified delegate(s) when it is demonstrated Key Approval Criteria for Equipment are met: 
AND  Equipment is used at least 3 times per week.
AND  Equipment provided with most clinically appropriate and cost effective features to meet client’s needs.
AND for Eye Gaze Technology, additional criteria apply, see Specific eligibility criteria Eye Gaze Technology
AND meets following criteria for use:
· The client lives alone and/or has the potential to increase age appropriate independence in home/ supported accommodation environment such that carer support needs have the potential to decrease and the client could be safely left alone for periods of the day or night.

· Client has demonstrated that provision of the equipment will enable increased independence in tasks of daily living including: Independent and secure entry and exit from the home, control of lighting to enable safe navigation at night, control of relevant bed adjustment features where safe operation can be demonstrated, control of air conditioning/heating to enable temperature control for clients with disability specific needs for temperature regulation.
· The equipment requested has been trialled and it has been demonstrated that the client is able to make use of essential features to meet their needs. 

· Therapy and carer support is available to facilitate ongoing functional use and review of equipment.
Exclusions:
· Equipment will not be funded for use for educational or vocational purposes.
· Equipment will not be funded if other Commonwealth or compensation funding is available. 
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