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Specific Eligibility Criteria: Posture Chairs
December 2020
	Assessor / Prescriber
	Prescriber Level
	Delegate approval required

	Occupational Therapist

Physiotherapist
	Item specific approved prescriber status
	Type I  No 

Type II Yes 


	Definition: A posture chair is manually operated to position a person for functional activities, such as meal times.


	Features provided (as clinically required):

	•   Manually operated recline, adjustable by carer

	•   Tray

	•   Lap belt or harness

	•   Standard upholstery i.e. vinyl upholstery will be provided as standard due to hygiene issues and reusability.

	•   Individualised sizing (e.g. seat height, width, weight capacity etc) 


	Type I:  Standard features as above

	Type II: Specific adjustable postural supports for complex client with significant needs (eg symmetrikit chair or similar)


	Features not provided
	

	•   Upgraded upholstery from the base price/ or on recycled items 

•   e.g. suede, leather, more expensive weaves and prints


Clinical indicators for provision of a Posture Chair

Posture chairs will be provided in the following circumstances with authorisation from the specified delegate(s) and when it can be demonstrated that one or more of the following tasks impact on any of the Key Approval Criteria for Equipment:
• 
Positioning needs: Significant difficulty with, or inability to, independently reposition themselves, or elevate lower limbs, and carer is at risk of serious injury or is not available to assist; or client is unable to independently maintain a seated position, required for functional activities. 
• 
Pain management: The client requires assistance to alternate positions and all other pain management options have been considered inappropriate. 

• 
Where the posture chair is to be provided as a bed substitute, as no other  appropriate alternatives are available. 
AND the following criteria are met:
• 
Requires frequent use on a daily basis 
• 
A standard household item would not be suitable to meet the above needs e.g. the client’s existing lounge chair is uncomfortable/not the right size/does not provide the correct positioning and a more appropriate posture chair would adequately meet the client’s needs. 
• 
Possible features include tilt in space, recline, postural supports 

• 
The client does not have appropriate alternative seating to meet their needs (e.g. Electric recliner chair, customised, well fitting MWC or PWC). 
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