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Specific Eligibility Criteria - Electric Beds

December 2020
	Assessor / Prescriber
	Prescriber Level
	Delegate approval required

	RN / CN (APER only)
	Item specific prescriber status
	No
(except for complex beds or non stock beds)

	Occupational Therapist
	
	

	Physiotherapist
	
	



Features provided (as clinically required):
· A single bed with mattress and water impermeable mattress cover
· Electric height adjustment: allows the floor to mattress height to be adjusted
· Electric head elevation: for assistance to raise the client’s upper body in bed
· Electric knee break: for supportive positioning when the client is sitting up in bed for prolonged periods of time, and/or provide assistance with foot elevation
· Safety sides/bedrails: panels attached to the side of the bed that can be manually raised once the client is in bed to prevent them from falling out of bed. May be provided with padding to prevent injury , or approved covers to prevent entrapment
· Self help pole: mounted on the bed for repositioning in bed
· Clamp on bed rail: mounted on side of bed frame                                                                                                                      

Features provided (with appropriate clinical justification):
· A large single bed (also known as a ¾ bed or king size single) if high risk of injury to the client or carer, when transferring or moving; the task is extremely difficult on a smaller size bed or the client has a large body size which cannot be accommodated by a standard size bed
· Higher specification memory foam or cubed foam mattress may be provided when there is a moderate or greater pressure risk or issues with pain (refer to Braden Pressure Risk Scale).  

· Concave mattress (also known as Safety side mattress when high mattress sides for positioning or injury prevention needed
· Vapour permeable mattress cover or similar may be provided where client is likely to experience moisture loss, overheating and where there is limited air circulation 
· Electric trendelenburg to alter total angle of bed base from parallel to the floor to one where the head end or foot end of the mattress is higher than the other, when there are medical requirements such as respiratory drainage or management of reflux.

· Individualised / customised safety sides: safety sides with unique adaptation such as height extensions, where the supplier standard ones cannot be used
· Safe surround beds are electric beds with four even height high safety sides available in various side heights. May be provided with delegate approval for clients at risk of falling / climbing out of bed with no safety awareness, and no other safe sleep option can be achieved
· Other features as functionally required
Features not provided:
· Manually adjustable beds: only electrically adjustable beds are provided for manual handling/safety reasons
· Companion beds / double beds or larger beds
· Massage/vibration units 
· Non-standard bed head and foot ends that are for aesthetic reasons only
· Battery back-up units
· Electric/ mechanical bed turners
Clinical indicators for provision of an Electric Bed: 
Electric beds will be provided in the following circumstances when it can be demonstrated that one or more of the following tasks impact on any of the Key Approval Criteria for Equipment:
· Bed mobility: Client has difficulty with or is unable to  reposition independently and carer is not available to assist or is at risk of serious injury when repositioning client.
· Transfers: The client or carer requires the bed height to be adjusted to enable transfers to be completed safely (e.g. sit to stand; bed to wheelchair).
· Care needs: Multiple carers and/ or equipment items requiring various bed heights to enable access for care (e.g. bed requires adjustment to suitable height depending on the carer present at the time or the piece of equipment being used in the task)

· Pain management and /or pressure area care: Where client is unable to reposition independently or with assistance from a carer

· Medical purposes: Postural drainage for respiratory conditions/ limb positioning for contracture management
Please use the Electric Bed Eligibility Screen to determine whether a client is eligible to receive this equipment as it is only provided in exceptional circumstances.

Electric Bed Definition: Bed with mains power electric motor driven features operated by hand control to assist a person to move in bed, support positioning in bed or transfer to/from the bed. 
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