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Specific Eligibility Criteria - Eye Gaze Technology
December 2020

	Assessor / Prescriber
	Prescriber level
	Delegate approval required

	OT – Computer Access Technology

OT – Environmental Control System

OT/SP – Speech Generating Device
	Item-specific approved prescriber status
	Yes

	Definition: Eye Gaze Technology

	Eye Gaze Technology is a computer based system that can be controlled using only eye movements.  Specialised cameras and sensors built into the system track eye movements via infrared beams.
The user’s gaze point is calculated by the system and by dwelling on a screen location for a pre-determined time or eye blink or via switch activation, the wanted screen target can be activated. 
Eye Gaze Technology may be used in combination with assistive software including software for communication, environmental control and computer access.  

	Features Provided:

	Eye Gaze hardware
	2nd Battery

	Interface hardware for switches
	DVD Drive

	External Keyboard
	USB hub 

	External mouse
	Mounting system for device and access hardware

	Wi Fi capability
	Disability specific phone access hardware/cabling 

	Bluetooth capability
	Case

	Included:

	Eye Gaze Systems used as Speech Generating Devices (SGDs)

	Eye Gaze Systems used as Computer Access Hardware (CAT): Type 3 - Eye Gaze Technology

	Eye Gaze Technology used as Environmental Control Systems (ECS) : Type 4 – Eye Gaze and Integrated Control Systems

	Features Not Provided:

	Mainstream computer hardware – desktops or laptops, tablets, iOS or Android systems Mainstream

	Software applications – e.g. Microsoft Office
	Wi fi modem

	Software used solely for education purposes
	Installation expenses

	Software used solely for literacy support           
	Phone access account

	Modem
	Internet access account                                  


Criteria for approval of DHS provision

Eye Gaze Technology  will be provided in the following circumstances with authorisation from the specified delegate(s) when it can be demonstrated that the following Key Approval Criteria for Equipment are met: 

· Independence/function: The client, with or without a carer, is compromised with functional communication without the provision of the equipment item. 
OR

· Impact on communicative success: The equipment will maximize the client’s ability to communicate. 
OR
· Potential for functional gain: Provision of the equipment item will facilitate the person to make improvements in their functional capacity. 

· Equipment is used at least 3 times per week.

AND

·   Equipment will be provided with the most clinically appropriate and cost effective features to meet the client’s needs.

AND

The client meets the specific eligibility criteria:

· Specific eligibility criteria Speech Generating Devices AND/OR
· Specific eligibility criteria Technology (Computer access) AND/OR
· Specific eligibility criteria Technology (Environmental Control Systems)
AND EITHER

1. It has been determined that the client cannot use, (or will be unable to use in the future, due to their degenerating condition), via trial (where appropriate) any other access method, including the following:

· Non electronic eye gaze (including partner assisted)

· Head pointer

· Switch/es (including partner assisted)

· Infra-red head tracking 

·   Joystick 

·   Trackball
OR
2.  That Eye Gaze Technology has been shown by trial to give the client significant functional gains that are greater than those shown with other access methods listed in areas such as
· Increased quantity of output 

· Increased quality of output 

· Increased accuracy 

with

· Increased independence and/or

· Decreased effort or

· Decreased pain or

· Decreased fatigue

AND
The following trial goals have been met

· Client is able to consistently dwell and activate target cells when directed AND
· Client is able to independently and intentionally navigate system from home page to and from subcategory pages to select a target that is identified by a communication partner AND
· The Eye Gaze Technology and any required accessories are able to be mounted safely  in the required position/s (e.g. wheelchair, bed, chair) AND
· If mounting Eye Gaze Technology on a wheelchair, clinicians have considered any potential wheelchair stability or weight limit risks, ensuring that te mounting solution will not impact on client safety.
Exclusions
· Equipment will not be funded soley for educational, vocational, recreation / play or therapy purposes.

· Equipment will not be funded if other Commonwealth or compensation funding is available. 
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