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Specific Eligiblity Criteria: Modified Driving Controls
                                                                              December 2020
	Assessor / Prescriber
	Prescriber Level
	Delegate approval required

	Driver Trained Occupational Therapist only
	Yes 


	Definition Modification to motor vehicle driving controls enabling a person to operate that motor independently. Usually includes adaptation to steering wheel and/or to the accelerator and brake operation


	Features provided (as clinically required): Supply and installation of modified driver controls 


	Features not provided

· Platform lifters designed to lift a person and their wheelchair (or part of a wheelchair) into a vehicle 

· Modifications to a vehicle for lifting or restraining a wheelchair or wheelchair and occupant in the vehicle 

· Features that are considered optional extras on a vehicle (such as power steering, cruise control) 

· Other modifications to vehicles (such as conversion from manual to automatic) 


Clinical indicators for provision of Modified Driving Controls
Modified driving controls will only be provided or replaced (replacement can be for a change in client status which may need a clinical review or for deterioration of current controls or purchase of a new vehicle which may not need a clinical review) with authorisation from the specified delegate(s) and when it can be demonstrated that one or more of the following tasks impact on the Key Approval Criteria for Equipment
· Outdoor mobility 

· Tasks of daily living 

· Community access

AND when all the following criteria are met as assessed by a Driver Trained OT or OT driver assessment unit: 

· Client unable to operate motor vehicle using standard controls & needs modifications on an ongoing basis. 

· Client demonstrates safe & independent in/out transfers and ability to drive the vehicle with modifications. 

· Client passes OT driver assessment process to obtain their driver’s license (at their own cost) and has demonstrated that they are able to safely drive with assessed car modifications. 

· Client unable to safely propel a wheelchair the distances required to complete tasks of daily living e.g. to shops, medical appointments and does not have a carer who is available to complete these tasks. 

· Client can propel wheelchair once alighted from car to allow independent completion of tasks of daily living 

· Transport in the private vehicle is required at least 3 – 4 times per week.

· Vehicle is owned by client and deemed suitable by supplier/installer for the installation of modified controls. 

· Age and condition of the vehicle is such that it can be used on a long term basis by the client (The Equipment Program will only provide vehicle modifications for a client once every 5 years). 
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